Good Brother, 


H E ſeveral Proclamations, Commiſſions and other Or- 
* ders His Majeſty has given our for the ſuppreſhng and 
extirpation of Popery, ſince the diſcovery of the Hel- 
liſh Plot of the Papiſts, could not bur come xo your 
knowledg ; And why you conſider how particularly 
we of the Clergy are concern'd in intereſt, as well as Conſcience to 
put to our helping hand : you cannot, I am ſure, think any conſidera- 
tion of more Imporrance, than how we may be found in rhe beſt Po- 
ſture of contributing our Aid = this common Enemy. There- 
fore I was careful tro make the ſtrongeſt Impreſſion I could upon you, 
for a vigorous proſecution of thoſe Laws againſt Popery, which are pe- 
culiarly our Province, that. we might not be tound in the miilt of fo 
eneral an Alarm, doing the work of the Lord negligencly. To this 
_endI did the laſt Summer carneſtly cntreat you to execute the 65. 66. 
Canons, and the Third of the Conſtirurions of Forty, according as the 
ſtate of your reſpective Pariſhes ſhould require: and likewiſe tor a far- 
ther proof of your preparation to encounter the Adverfary in Three 
ſeveral Conferences, to give me your ſence of theſ? following Points. 


I. The half Communion. 


More hardy thing certainly was never undertaken by men, than 
A dire&ly in the tace of an Inſtitution of Chri/ts own appoint- 
ment, to cnjoynrhe contrary practice, Chriſt hath ſaid, Drink ye a// 4 
this : But fays the Papiſt in the Council ot Conſtance, Sefſ. x3. Chri 
indeed Inſtituted the Cemmunin under both kinds, but to avoid the dan- 
gers, aud propable ſcandals that may ju; yr we do forbid the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Cup at all to the Laity, and generally to any, but to him that 
Officiates. It would be conſider'd, whether the poſitive command of 
Chriſt, or that of the Council is ro be obey'd, as it is attended with the 
reaſons of inconvenience. I do preſume a poſitive command of God 
cannot be diſobey'd without guilt, unleſs _ ſome one or more of 
theſe Grounds : Either 1. That God diſpenſes with it, as he did with 
Circumciſion in the Wilderneſs. Or 2. That ſome evil greater than 
the conſequence of the non-performance of it will certainly follow ; 
as when David ate the Shew-bread and they that were with him, 
which depends upon that Rule of our Saviour, which though apply'd 
to the Sabbath, yer extends to all other poſitive commands, that man 
was not made for them, bur they for man : Or laſtly, in caſe of in- 
capacity, as the Children of 1ſrae/s not going up to Feruſalem m the 
time ot captivity. And I beſeech you, what has the inconveniency 
alledg'd by the Papiſts ro do with any of theſe Reſervations ? For they 
do not pretend to a ſimple Diſpentarion, which can proceed trom 
God only, whoſe Inſtitution it is. Nor to an incapacity. Then for 
the inconvenience alledg'd, the ſpilling the Wine, &c. Ir is not atrende] 
with one juſt circumſtance. Ir thould be certain, whercas it is only 
probable, ir ſhould be of equal weightto the diſobedience, and is nor ; 
nay, without queſtioning the wiſdom of God, it cannot be, becauſe ir 
ſhould be ſomerhing thar falls out extraordinarily, whereas this was a 
perperual objection from the firſt Inſtitution, fo that you muſt either 
uy, Chriſt was not aware of this inconvenience, which had the ſame 
aſpect upon this part of the Sacrameng then, as it has now, and na- 
turally muſt have whilſt the World endures; or elſe he did not think 
it of conſequence to hinder the receiving the Wine as well as the 
Bread. As for thoſe frivolous pretences of the uſage ſomerimes, to 
Adminiſter in one kind to Children or to the Sick, or the carrying 
home of the Conſecrated Bread. To the firſt it is very improbable that 
ever it was ſo done, or if it was, the Authority is fo ſlender, as isnot 
worth conſideration: To the ſecond, whatever ſuperſtitious uſage there 
was of carrying home the Bread, it is plain, none received at the hands 
of the Miniſter, but under both kinds. To omit the conſtant Au- 
thority of the Fathers in this caſe, I will only ſer down what Po 
Gelafrus de Confecr. diſt. 2. cap. comperimus : commands thoſe vw 
through ſome ſuperſtition abſtained, jrom.rhe Cup, rhat rhey ſhould 
cither receive the.Sacramept -compleat and. entire, ot be entirely re- 
3etced :; thar-the-ſeparating-ene-and. the ſame. Myſtery, could nor be 
done withour, grofs Sacriledg, ... And now 1 4 with Caſſander, 
Conſult, art. 22. de adminiſtratione S. Santi Sacramenti Euchariſtie. 
Ir is evident the univerſal Church to this very day ; the Weſtern for 
above a Thouſand years after Chriſt, did Adminiſter the Wine as well 
as Bread to all the Members of Chri/#s Church : which is manifeſt | 
from a cloud of Witneſſes, ancient Greek and Latin Authors, who 


The Biſhop of London's Second Letter to the Cletgy of his Dioceſs. 


IT. Prayers in an unznown Tongue. 


[* Scripture or Reaſon might prevail, this practice could never have 

paſſed among the Sons of men: bur, whilſt intereſt and other indire& 
ends arc the ſcope of roo many that profels Religion, itis no wonder if 
darkneſs be upheld for light. The Holy Ghoſt ſays expreſly, x Cor. 14. 
That the Church ſhould nor allow reaping in an unknown Tongue, 
unleſs ſomebody be by to Interpret; bzcaule, otherwiſe the unlearned 
could not ſay, Amen. Whereby it appears that the Intention, as well as 
Pronunciation of the ſupplicant is required. And indeed, how can it be 
imagin'd otherwiſe, that God ſhould expettlels than the offering upto 
him what he has given us, not to talk like Parts, but with our under- 
ſtanding a reaſonable Sacrifice? And how can that be, whenthe beſt pre- 
tence Papiſts have, is, that the People have a general notice of what it is 
they Pray for. If they arecapable of a particular, does not the Church 
of Rome make them come ſhort intheir duty to God, in hindring them 
from a compleat performance? For certainly no general notion can make 
that Impreſſion, as a diſtin& underſtanding of every term of expreſſion 
would do. Therefore ſays Amalariw, the unlcarned hearing what he 
underſtands not, knows not what he Prays for, and therefore anſwers 
not, Amen. De divin. offic. . 3. c.g. Soall the Fathers that have treated of 
this matter. 


IT. Prayers to Saints. 


Rayers to Saints as they are uſed and authoriſed in the Church of 
Þ Rome are Idolatry, and as they are apply'd by the Vulgar, groſs 
[dolatry. This muſt be acknowledg, that whoever holds Communion 
with the Church of Rowe, muſt Pray to Saints after the ſame external 
manner, as he Prays to God, that is, he knees down and worthips in 
Gods houſe ar the ſolemn time of Gods ſervice by a Form ſet downin 
the Liturgy. He bowes before the Saints Image in the houſe of God, 
and offers up Incenſe. In ſhort, there is no outward part of Divine 
Worſhip omitted. Now I would fain know how it is poſſible toayoid 
the juſt impurarion of Idolatry, when the firſt and ſecond Command- 
meut are ſo many ways intrenched upon? Here is another object be- 
ſides God fallen down before, and Worſhipped in the houſe of God, 
zjoyned with the ſervice of God. And what it there be a difference of 
addreſs in the expreſſion and degree of Devotion, can that take off the 
ſcandal given to the —_ part of the World, who judge by the eye, 
and cannot judge otherwiſe? Does that anſwer that chaſtiry of Wor- 
ſhip, which God has fo ſuitably ro our underſtandings expreſſed himſelf 
to expett from us : For I the Lord thy God am a jealous God? But 
(alaſs!) when we conſider the ſuperſtitious nature of mankind, how 
apt torunafter other Gods, how unable to reſiſt the ſtronger impreſſion 
of the more ſenſible Object, be the other never ſo conſiderable; nay, 
when we conſider the demonſtration of this by conſtant experience, 
that we ſee the common People in Popiſh Countries runto faſt into the 
ſenſible Devotion of their Fellow-Creatures, that they have let go their 
hold on Chriſt the Head. Coloff. cap. 2. and have forgot God ; their 
Guardian Angels, and protecting Saints fill their Hearts and Souls, and 
through will-Worſhip and affected Humility, God is hardly in alltheir 
thoughts : how ought we to fly from ſuch Temptation, as from the 
Plague, and declare with S. Auſtiz, that we honour the Saints in Love, 
and not in Worſhip, Zre/. 39. de vera Rel. 

And thus I have given youa brief hint, of what I hope ſhortly you 
will with the former Conferences have in full meaſure, and what I muſt 


founded themſelves upon the Inſtitution and Example of our Lord. 


needs confeſs was by many of you carefully and accurately diſcuſſed. 


'You cannot in ſo narrow a compals expect more rhan the ſtate of a que- 


ſtion, which will however (I hope )anſwer my purpoſe to mind you of 
your own conceptions, and what in the Conferences you heard from 
others, 'and to admoniſh you of your duty from the above recited 
Canons ; that _ would _ lect ar the _ time your _— 
and ſo profligately, w m of Iniquity is undermining 

of us wir both hank os ſir ſtill, mA the Law = impowered you 

to aft. Therefore Iexpett at my Viſitation to read ſo good fruit of your 
care and diligence in this matter, that I may be enabled to aſſure with 

confidence, that there is not a Recuſant has eſcaped our notice. I pray 

God give you courage and zeal ſaitable to your Profeſſion, and equalto 

the many ſtrivings our poor Church lyes under at this time. 


Str, | 
Tour Aﬀeitionate Friend and Brother, 
H. London. 


Fulham, July 6. 16 bo. 
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